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Schiedam, 29-04-2021

Letter of Recommendation

My name is Florian Magnus Maier, I am a composer and performing musician with over two 
decades of experience in different scenes in the Netherlands and abroad.

With this letter, I would like to recommend Laura ten Voorde for the stipend offerend by the 
Sine Butenschøns fond for singing-related cultural projects. I have known Laura for over 10 
years now, following her career and development as violinist, composer and singer closely 
throughout the years.

Since her final exam in classical violin at the Codarts Conservatory of Rotterdam / The 
Netherlands, Laura has taken a number of unexpected and fascinating steps with her music. 
From her background of both classical violin and as songwriter in her own crossover band 
Adeia, which blended classical music with symphonic metal, she soon chose her own way in 
music. Singing became the central element to her songwriting. She also taught herself 
composition and recording techniques, and shifted her style of violin playing from classical 
music to Scandinavian folklore. Laura has always had an intense love and appreciation for 
Norwegian culture and nature, and her relocation to Tromsø was a logical  step in the pursuit 
of her dream and the creation of her own artistic identity.

I’ve had the pleasure to follow and guide her regularly in this process, and I’m impressed by 
the consequence with which Laura has worked on her own style. Her focus is always on 
creating her own world, rather than imitating styles of others, or trying to make herself fit into 
a pre-conceived genre. The compositions are as much proof of that as her lyrics or her 
chosen vocal style. She has also exhibited a steep learning curve in her methods and 
techniques, and a considerable amount of resilience, positivity, and consequence in her 
choices, always in favor of her individuality and own musical language. As a teacher, she is 
always open-minded, and embraces traditional knowledge as much as unusual and 
individual approaches to teaching young talents.

Being a big admirer of Norway myself, I think Laura is a perfect fit for life as a quirky, original 
and inspiring artist in the magnificent North of the country, and I hope that, with the help of 
your organization, she will get a chance to keep working on her intriguing artistic 
development and her collaboration projects in the area.

If you have further questions, please feel free to contact me via the email address above.

Kind Regards,

Florian Magnus Maier

composer / guitarist / arranger / vocalist
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